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Cuba’s Fuel Insta llat'wn's '

(Robert Jones is an earpert
on Central and SBouth Amer-
ican affairs.)

By ROBERT JONES
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Cuba now seems to revoive

Miami, Fla. — CIA agents
and American businessmen
rre Dblocking what Cuban
freedom fighters claim
would be a knock-out punch
against Fidel Castro. Ironi-
cally, the Americans are
doggedly defending proper-
ties - stolen from United
States firms two years ago
by Cuba’'s Communist
| dictatorship.

It is the formerly Ameri-
can-owned oil refineries and
storage tanks outside Ha-
vana which hgve become the
focal point of a quiet but
bitter controversy between
anti-Communist Cubans and
the American businessmen
and secret agents.

The whole questiod of
ousting communism from
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around whether or not the |
ofl installations are knocked .
out. So [zr, American In- .

- {erésty

" year. The Soviets, however,

. Cuban brothers only abou.
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hava ,blockad
plans to attack them. Gu!nn
leaders in the--U.S.*
claim, however, An-
listed the aid o!"lporerful
friends in Weshington.”
They say they are going to '
demand a showdown,

. There is not much doubt
that destruction of the pe-
troleum installations out- .
side Havana would dislocate
the elaborate Communist
machine controlling Cuba.

Lacking other forms of
power, Cuba is run on oil.
Without oil to generate
power, cvery single electric
motor and appliance on the
island would cease to func-.
tion, Cuba, and the Com-
munists controlling Cuba,
would bs paralyzed.
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" also point out that the
" {ro government is unable
hous’ and supply large con
centrations of troops. So thg
Cubap " armed forces ard
mostly quartered in privatd
homes and thinly scattered
the length of the 300-mile

. Cuban transport and com- *

munication facilities are al-
ready gtrained to the break-

ing polnt. The islard rc.

. quires a minimum of 15,

000,000 barrels of fuel .0i! a

are .shipping their little

12,600,000 barrels annually. .

AS A RESULT, most of
the' food Cubans eat today
was delivered by truck from
central dxstnbunon points
last night. There are no re- -
scrves, neither of oil nar
food. The ‘entire  Cuban
econoiny now operates on a
truck-to-mouth basis.

Several other important -
factors maike Red Cuba's pe- :
troleum lifeline a supremely ¥
Inviting target, b

Most important, Cuba's -
fuel supplv svstem is con-
centrated in Havana,
Soviet ol is shipped via the. *
port of Havana, And, since
the Soviets aré unable or
unwiliing to send gasoline,
all the oil must be refined
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long island. That means tha
8 strong uprising or guer
rilla landing in any ar
would force the Reds
pour in reinforéements
truck. Without gasoime
Castto's mechanized force
um'!d be helpless
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LEADERS Ol‘ THE Cuban
revolutlonary movement

know all this. The Havana| |

0il iastallations have, in
fact, become a fixation with
them. Time and again, Cu-

ban rebels devised elaborate : c

plans to destroy them.
AN time

ecutives and agénts of the

. Central, lntelllmce Agency|’
© have’ qugshed hose plans.|
One mejor ofl company [

openly threatened to bring
criminal charges agamst an
exile leader planning - a
bombing attack on its ex-
propriatod holdings.

CIA - agents' arg’.equally [§

blunt, Exile }uden ‘are con-
stantly  warned. 1o~ keep
hands off. How long the

Cubans will continue to
obcy, however, is a question.
They now seem delermined
to take
American people,

“Americans must realize,”
says exiled Cuban newsman

desiruction of those installa-
tions swould be a small price
to pav {or the hberation of
my country from comma-

- Anti- Communi:t Cuhanr e

end again |} *
Aneriean oil company ex-| 1

their case to the |




